


Why viva?

• Share YOUR research and findings 
(knowledge and skills)

• Prove and defend YOUR scholarly work (oral 
and writing)

• Demonstrate that the thesis is YOUR own 
work

• Establish the thesis is of sufficiently HIGH 
STANDARD to merit the award of the degree 
for which it is submitted
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Examiners may…

• ask you questions about the wider 
research context in which the work 
has been undertaken

• argue certain points with you

• expect you to discuss any 
development which may flow from 
your work in the future
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On the day….

• Physically and physiologically “fit”

• Emotionally and mentally “ready” 

• Must arrive early at the venue

• Make yourself comfortable in the room

• Avoid technical problems (new-old 
version of software, thumbdrive, speaker, 
internet connection)

• Relax, calm down, wait for the signal to 
come into the room
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How to be ready emotionally and mentally?  

• Read your thesis again  a week or two before 
the date of the Viva

• Know the strength and weaknesses of your 
thesis 

• Prepare your slides for the presentation (20-30 
slides) for 20 min presentation

• Printed hard copies of your slides

• Choose an appropriate dress

• Expect 1-3 hours viva session
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How to be ready emotionally and mentally?  

• Put bookmarks on important pages (1st

page of the chapter, Statement of 
problem, ROs, RQs, CF, TF, Sampling, 
Instruments, Findings for RQs)

• Do a mock viva with your supervisor and 
friends, practice in front of the mirror a 
few times

• Anticipate some of the “common” 
questions and “tough” questions (both 
can be killer questions)
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Common questions - scope

• What? 
• What is X? 
• What do you mean?

• Why? 
• Why not?  
• Why didn’t you..?
• Why used X?

• How?
• How did you do it?
• How did you decide on X?
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…common questions - examples

• You have 3 ROs, but why did you 5 
have RQs?

• What is your sampling technique? Why 
did you choose X? Why not Y?

• Is yours experimental or quasi-
experimental?

• You chose to do correlation analysis on 
your data but isn’t t-test be good 
enough for this study?

Dr Supyan Hussin UKM



…common questions - examples

• Why are the numbers (data) in your table not 
the same as in the description you wrote in the 
paragraph?

• You started your research in 2012, you present 
your findings in 2016, but why is your retrieval 
date of the  internet reference is 2009?

• Have you got the permission to collect the data 
in the public schools? Any proof?

• Why did you use Type I error? Why not Type II 
error in your statistical analysis?
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…common questions - examples

• You have Richards, C. (2009b) in your reference list, but 
where is Richards, C (2009a)? Did you mention it 
anywhere in your chapter Richards, C (2009a)? 

• You listed many definitions of X written by several people, 
but what is your own stand? Don’t you have your own 
definition of X? Or adopted definition?

• What are your contributions to the existing knowledge or 
field?

• Where is your conceptual framework?

• There are 25 citations in your Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 5 that 
are not in the reference list. Why?
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…common questions - examples

• Is your research theoretical, applied or product-
design research? 

• Is yours policy research or historical research?
• Why do you use first person personification 

(pronoun I) in your thesis? Is this a novel? A story 
or narration?

• Why is your sample only 10? Why not 30? 10 is 
too small.

• How did you validate your instrument? 
• After piloting your instrument, were there items  

in the instrument that you deleted and added or 
modified?



Tough questions - scope

• Fundamental issues
• Key concepts, terms

• Statement of the problem

• Research Objectives

• Research Questions (Hypotheses)

• Conceptual framework

• Theories

• Methodology: sample, 
instruments, validity, 

• Analysis of data

• Overall picture of the 
study
• Overview of the study 

and findings

• Meeting the ROs, 
answering the RQs

• What’s next?
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Tough questions - examples

• Without presenting your slides, tell us in 3 
minutes, why were you interested in this study, 
and what are the major things that you found in 
your research?

• Why, at Ph.D. level, did you have 3 questions of 
“what”? What are you trying to research in? Why 
aren’t there questions on “why” and “how”? This 
is not an undergraduate level.

• You have “does” questions like “does X, does it…”; 
the answer to this questions could basically “yes” 
and “no”. What are you trying to prove?
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…tough questions - examples

• You covered the lit review quite comprehensively, 
including concepts like X and Y, but in your 
analysis, you didn’t have any of X or Y. Why is 
that?

• In your discussion, there is no mention  of the 
concepts X and Y, and you didn’t relate your 
findings to anyone of X or Y as you had mentioned 
in your early chapters. Why?

• In your reference list, there is no mention of your 
supervisor’s paper? Did you forget about it?
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…tough questions - examples

• Among the references that you have in your list, 
name 3-4 major people that highly influenced 
your research.

• Your statement of the problem is unclear to me. 
You don’t seem to know the gap in the past 
studies to justify the research you’re doing. Can 
you please explain what is the problem that you 
wanted to study and why?

• Do you think you have mixed up between 
“strategies” and “skills”? Are they the same?
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…tough questions - examples

• You wrote in your methodology to analyse the 
qualitative data using narrative technique but  
you used thematic analysis. How come? Why 
did you do that?

• Are there any emerging themes based on your 
qualitative data analysis?

• I found your sentences in paragraph 4 on page 
45 are very familiar to what I had written in my 
article in a journal. The language is like mine. 
Are you sure those are yours?
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…tough questions - examples

• Where did you get the ideas to write for 
paragraphs 6, 7 and 8? Are these taken from 
book X? Why didn’t you acknowledge them?

• The diagram you adopted from Author Z is 
incorrect. Do you know why is it incorrect?

• Your data analysis of all the numbers seem 
to have a lot of discrepancies? Are these 
your data? Did you collect these data?

• Why did you use random sampling 
technique in a case study?
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…tough questions - examples

• In your discussion, you always say your 
findings concur with the past findings of  X 
or Y or Z. Now is 2016, but your findings 
concur with the studies in 1997, 2001, 
2009. Is there any logical explanation?  
Are you saying you didn’t find anything 
new in your study after some years?

• I don’t see any contribution of your study 
in the field. You are reinventing the wheel. 
What is your comment?
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Communicative strategies

• How to start?

• How to listen?

• How to answer?

• How to manage?

• How to refute?

• How to defend?

• How to surrender?

• How to apologize?

• How to challenge?

• How to say disagree?

• How to agree? 

• How to say you “don’t know”

• How to consider?

• How/When to decide whether to respond 
or not to respond to comments?

• What about nonverbal communication? 
Eye contact, facial expressions, gestures, 
postures, voice articulation?
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Conclusion

•99% passed viva
•Major, minor revision
• Time frame for correction 

1 month, 3 months, 6 
months, 12 months
•Re-examination of the 

thesis with viva, without 
viva
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