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What is lit. review?

• Watch videos for guideline

• Refer to methodology books for guideline

• Read relevant websites for guideline

• What is next?

• Let’s hands on….learn by doing

• What are the skills required to do lit. review?
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Flow chart of critical review of literature
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Lit. review processes

• Selecting– “pick and choose” the literature; well-known, leading 
figures

• Synthesizing – extract and put things together

• Analyzing– what is the best for your research reference

• Re-conceptualizing – come out with conclusions, framework, plan, 
review research topic and interest, and narrow your focus

• Lit. review is not a summary of each past study, but an assessment, 
critical review of past studies
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• Ahmad (2005) reported 
in his study……………

Long (1990) carried 
out a study that 
involved 359 students 
………………….

Krashen (1987) 
conducted a study 
on…………….

Supyan (2013) studied a 
new teaching practice 
at… ……………

Use: Themes, sub-themes, topics, sub-topics, must refer to your conceptual 

framework (the variables that you include in your study)

Lit. review is not a summary of past studies, but an assessment, 
critical review of past studies
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Why review the literature?

• Why?
• Review what other people have done or are doing and what have not been done

• Avoid “reinventing the wheels”

• Relate to your research

• What?
• Primary sources, secondary sources

• Where?
• Library, internet, personal collections, institutions

• How much to be done?
• 5-10 years literature review
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Source of references

• Credible
• Journals, books, reports, proceedings, thesis

• Papers presented at conferences

• Dissertations, Ph.D., M.A.

• Less credible
• Magazines, newsletter, newspapers, Wikipedia
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What to look for when reading?

• Study the “lit. review, past studies” within the journal articles

• Examine the theoretical framework used in the studies

• Look for instruments used, if any

• Notice how data were collected and analyzed

• Record the findings reported in the articles

• Keep all references (accuracy)
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How old?

• Time line of the literature

• Theories, ideas, findings are developmental

• Theories, ideas, findings are challenged, crticized, and modified

• Follow the chronological order

201520051995

Old, outdated, obsolete

Reasonable Recommended 2025
Sustainable
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Visit

1. https://supyanphd.wordpress.com/2012/11/01/lit-rview-1how-to-
look-for-articles-from-journals/

2. https://supyanphd.wordpress.com/2016/02/02/lit-review-2-how-
to-look-for-articles-for-review/

3. https://supyanphd.wordpress.com/2016/02/02/lit-review-3-read-
and-synthesize-information-from-the-studies/

4. https://supyanphd.wordpress.com/2016/02/02/lit-review-4-
analyze-and-construct-meaning/
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Compare notes

• Presentation

• Annotated bibliography

• Critical assessment of the past studies
• Themes (and sub-themes)

• Arrange in chronological order (2005, 2006, 2007..)
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Language: Connecting devices

Helps to provide smooth flow of ideas; connecting ideas, coherence of ideas 
(transitional devices)

• Sequence: First, Secondly, Third, Next, Fourthly, Finally, Eventually, 
Subsequently

• Contrast: However, In contrast, On the other hand, likewise, Nevertheless, 

• Addition: Additionally, In addition, Next, Also, Besides, Moreover, 
Furthermore,

• Emphasize: In fact, Indeed, Apparently, To reiterate, As a matter of fact

• Summary: In brief, In a nut shell, In other words, Briefly, In summary, 

• Conclusion: To conclude, In conclusion, As a result, Consequently, 
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Language: Tense

• Past tense verb:
• ..carried out a study

• …conducted

• ..focussed

• ..looked into

• ..reported in their study

• ..argued

• ..stated

• ..believed

• ..brought up
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Language: sentence, paragraph

• A paragraph has more 
than one sentence; one 
sentence for a 
paragraph is 
unacceptable in 
academic writing, but 
acceptable in 
newspaper reports and 
short stories
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• A page should NOT 
contain 1 long 
paragraph

• A long paragraph in one 
page should be broken 
into 2-3 paragraphs



Language: punctuation

• , coma

• . Full stop

• : colon

• ; semi colon

• ? Question mark

• ( ) parentheses

• & and

• et al.

• “ “, quotation

Garner(1987) described them…

Garner ( 1987 ) described them …

(Garner 1987) describe them

How did the student make decisions on what to buy?.

(Ahmad & Raju 2005),  Ahmad and Rajun (2005)

According to Ahmad (2005: 27-28), “…..”.
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(Ahmad and Raju 2005),  Ahmad & Rajun (2005)

Garner (1987) describe them

How did the student make decisions on what to buy?

According to Ahmad (2005: pp 27-28), “…..”.

Simon et. al (2005)

Simon et al. (2005)



To read better in the target language, learners should take serious steps to apply a number of learning

strategies. These strategies are defined by Oxford and Crookall, (1989 cited in Meena 2001:1) as “learning

techniques, behaviors, problem-solving or study skills which make learning more effective and efficient." Rubin

and Wenden (1987:19) referred to them as “any set of operations, steps, plans, routines, used by the learner to

facilitate, obtain, store, retrieve and use of information”. Garner (1987) described them as actions or series of

actions employed by learners in order to construct meaning. Reading strategies in particular, which are crucial for

students to gain better understanding of the text, have been defined by Sheorey and Mokhtari (2001:433) as

“deliberate, conscious procedures used by readers to enhance text comprehension.” Bamett (1989) used the term

‘reading strategy’ to refer to the mental processes involved when readers approach a text to make sense of what

they read. The role of mind in reading comprehension was also stressed by Aebersold and Field (2000) and

Tarnraporn (2010), who maintained that human beings mentally process the reading text to elicit meaning from the

text. Moreover, other researchers found that students use these strategies differently to achieve various objectives,

such as increasing reading comprehension and developing reading skills (Hsin et al. 2009:1). Similarly, Neil

(2003: 6) noted that learners actively use strategies to accomplish their language learning goals”.
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Where is your own voice?
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9

Can 2003 study support 2009?


